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Manuscripts contain the heritage of the hoary Indian culture. Evidence of writing in the ancient literature is found Scattered

in the Vedic texts also which date back at least 8000 B.C. The Tiattiriya Samhita speaks very high of the dialect spoken in the
Udicya region. Panini (C. 4th Cen. B.C.) speaks of a yavanani lipi (Astadhyayi : Yavanallipyam) and existence of writing in
Kautilya's (4th Cen. B.C.) Arthsastra, Kalidasa's (2nd Cen. B.C.), Meghaduta, Malavikagnimitra, Abhijnanasakuntalam (1,11,v1)
are found. The Tripitaka, the Edicts of Asoka (3rd Cen. B.C.) and other sources of antiquity bear testimony to the existence of
the art of writing in India. Prior to that Mohanjodaro seals and Boghaz koi clay tablets speak of the existence of writing besides
the Rgveda Samhita. It became prevalant in subsequent times. '

The earliest manuscript found is the golden manuscript of the Buddhist text Samyuktagama Sutra found in Mynmar. The
Bower manuscript found in the Chinese Turkestan is also one of the oldest manuscripts that have come down to us in the last
Explorations and discoveries of manuscripts in various parts of India and other countries were made during 18th to 20th
Century. The efforts of Hodgson, Tucci, Rahula Sankrityayana. Sarat Chandra Das, Rajendra Lal Mitra, Hara Prasad Shastri,
Dr. Raghuvira and others has yielded good results. With public support lacs of manuscripts have been discovered in India and
abroad. These manuscripts have been deposited with the various repositories throughout India and the British Library, British
Musem, India Office Library and Reocrds, London, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, the Tokyo University Library and the Cambridge
University Library. The Buddhist manuscripts discovered from Nepal and Tibet alongwith Northwestern part of India and the
Southernmost parts of the country have been deposited with the National Archives of India, the Asiatic Society, Kolkata, the
Bangiya Sahitya Parisat, the Sanskrit Sahitya Prisat, the Government Sanskrit College, Kolkata, the Sampurnand Sanskrit
Vishwavidyalaya, Varanasi, Ganga Nath Jha Kndriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Allahabad and various repositories in the the different
states of the country in the Northern, the Central, the'-Western and the Southemn regions of the country. Noteworthy among
these are the L.D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad, Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Pune, Oriental Institute, Baroda,
the Rajasthan Oriental Institute Jaipur, the S.V. Institute, Tirupati, the Mysore. University, Mysore and the University of Trivendrum,
Thiruanantapuram. . = ; ' =TT ' :

The Library of Tibetan Works and Archives, Dharmashala, the Leh Buddhist Institute and the Central Institute:of Higher
Tibetan Studies, Sarnath, Varanasi are the repositories of Buddhist and Tibetan manuscripts in India. Side by side we have
brought out another companion volume entitied Manuscript and Manuscriptiogy which contains. papers presented
three national seminars organised in 1985, 1987 and 1988 on preservation and conservation of manuscripts as well a
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earned readers, the researchers and the scholars

on during 1983 and 2001.
nd preservation and welcome the volume as

the hands of the I

eleven workshops held by the Foundati
pt conservation @

Now, the Handlist and Catalogue of Manuscripts is in _
who, we hope, shall appreciate our efforts in the field of manuscn
an humble effort in the field. .

kwmordsctiomlby b EREl it s e bringou.:tt Kawr s began much earlier, it could be brought
Possession of Nagarjuna Buddhist Foundation. Though work on t.hIS ca'ltalﬂglliewe P opose to bring Sl e Tarie
out only now when Government of India provided some funds to publish this 1E.-mr 'ecti E s G te in ot o 8
Cataloue of 4321 manuscripts in our collection very soon. The major portion of this collectio | . ' . :
e for their assistance which enabled us bring out this work in

We are thankful to the Govemnment of India, Ministry of Cultu

d Catalogue of Manuscripts in the

he next edition. We crave the indulgence of

print.
If any siggestions for improvement are received, we shall incorporate them in t :
other mistakes that have inadvertantly crept in..

the learned readers for the printing errors and

Diacritical marks were not available in the press where the book was being printed, hence we apologise for having not
used them. We are heartily thankful to the staff of Nagarjuna Buddhist Foundation for the meticulous efforts they have put in
preparing the catalogue and seeing it through the press. -
We are also thankful to the proprietors and the workerg of the Press. M/s Kasturi Offset Systems, Gorakhpur to have

completed the timely printing of the book.

Gz F5 >0

(Karunesh Shukla)

Gorakhpur,
. Vijaya Dashmi 2066 VE. = |
September 26, 2009. R R S RN
| U " " _General Secretary
agarjuna Buddhist Foundation
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| WORKING CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD I

Nagarjuna Buddhist Foundation was established in the year 1978 with a view to promote Sanskrit and Indological

studies with the thrust area of Buddhist studies.
servation of Buddhist and Sanskrit manuscripts were also

Subsequently, procurement, preservation, evaluation and con . -
taken up. The Foundation, with Government and public support, collected around 4381 manuscripts in original and /or their

copies in photos, Xeroxes, microfilms as well as enlarged photoprints of microfilms of some Buddhist Sanskrit Manuscripts.
The National Manuscripts Mission, Government of India, Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Department of Culture, New
uscript Conservation Centre (MCC) in2005

Delhi also nominated the Nagarjuna Buddhist Foundation, Gorakhpur as a Man
A.D. The Foundation has actively engaged itself in Manuscript conservation work for the last three decades.

It has been decided to bring out A Handlist and Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Possession of Nargarjuna Buddhist

Foundation edited by Prof. Karunesh Shukla.
Now the catalogue is bemg presented before the scholarly world. We do hope, scholars and students will benefit from this

catalogue. . i

The manuscrrpts relate to various disciplines of Sanskrit rrterature as well as Veda, Vedanga and Hindi literature. These
are Upanishads, Itihasapuranas, Puranas, Lyrics, epics and prose-kavyas, prosody, kosa, astrology, astronomy, darsanas—
Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisesika, Mimamsa, Vedanta—Advaita, Visistadvaita, Suddhadvaita and other schools of Vedanta,
Ayurveda, Vastusastra and other branches of knowledge preserved in Sanskrit and the Hindi Language.

The Buddhist manuscripts are lacking in originai Their Xerox copies, microfilms, photoprints and enlarged photoprints of

microfilms have been obtained from various manuscript repositories.
We are thankful to Govemment of Indla Ministry of Tourism and Culture for their financial support to b:rng out this Volume.
We crave the indu Igence of the Ieamed readers for the shortcomings and printing errors that have creptin. Suggestions

for the improvement of this volume are invited. We shall incorporate them in the next edition.

Namo Buddhaya.. 3 e 35 _
(Amar Nath Varma)

Gorakhpur, | i | - :
’ o g e Working Chairman
S = s Eanindation

Vijaya Dashmi 2066 V.E.
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| MurURTACINTAMANTY RAMDEVA s 48=01 02 [26.5%10.5| 7L,34S | PAPER |21-9-82 INCOMP| GOOD
208 [T REOR Ho | STy FT
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