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Gorakhpur Copper-Plate Grant of Ramapala;

[Vikrama-] Samvat 1215*

D. P. Dubey and Ashish Kumar Dubey

The copper-plate, mostly full of patina, which
contains this inscription, was brought to our notice
by an antique dealer of Allahabad in 2006. It was
reportedly obtained from a villager in the Gorakhpur
district of eastern Uttar Pradesh (Pls. 27-28). A brief
account of it was reported by us in the Annual
Conference of the Indian Archaeological Society on
December 2-5, 2006 at Gwalior. We edit the
inscription for the first time here from the original
plate which was temporarily placed at our disposal
for decipherment by the owner, Sri Surendra Agrawal
of Allahabad.

This is a single copper-plate measuring about 26 cm
in breadth and 30.5 cm in height, not including a
semicircular projection at the middle of the top which
is about 9.5 cm broad and 7.5 cm high. It weighs
2.050 kg. A strip is cut off from the lower left end of
the plate obviously for testing the metal. This has
resulted in the loss of some letters of the writing of
lines 17-23. The projection was meant to serve the
purpose of the proper seal. On its front side there is
engraved a four-armed figure of the Boar incarnation
of Visnu. The boar-faced human form of the deity,
having a crown and other ornaments, is shown with
a small figure of a woman (representing the goddess
Earth) resting on his upward raised right elbow. The
slightly tilted up boar-face of the god is looking at
her with loving eyes despite the militant mood. He
is standing to right in the pratyaligdha (the left knee
being advanced and the right leg retracted) pose; his
left leg is treading the coiled body of a snake
(Adishesa) with slightly raised hood as if indicating a
desire to see the lord. This Boar incarnation of Visnu
has close resemblace with that engraved on the
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* Paper received on 25 July 2007

projection of the Lucknow Museum plate of Kirttipala
of Samvat 1167".

The writing commences immediately beneath the
projection and covers the whole of the first side and
half of the second side of the plate. There are 23
lines of the writing engraved on the first side, the
second side containing 12 lines. The size of the
letters is about .4 cm broad and .8 cm high. The
characters are early Nagari of the twelfth century,
and may be compared to those of the Gorakhpur
copper-plate of Kirttipala, belonging to Lucknow
Museum and edited by F. Keilhorn in the Epigraphia
Indica, Vol. VIl, 1902-03, pp. 93ff. The language is
Sanskrit and the record is written in a mixture of
verse and prose. Lines 1 to 16 contain 13 verses, the
first verse glorifying the god Shiva and the rest giving
the genealogy of donor and donee; and lines 26-33
contain 8 benedictory and imprectory stanzas. Owing
to carelessness on the part of the writer or engraver
the text, besides numerous minor errors, contains
several corrupt words and passages, some of which
we are unable to correct. Among palaeographical
peculiarities, mention may be made of the
undistinguishable representation of &, T and &. The
orthography is characterised by wrong spellings
exhibiting the influence of local pronunciation. Cf.
91 (line 15) for AR, ISTaTe (line 22) for XwauTe, Ry
(line 22) for Y, %m% (line 25) for ™I, WaER (line
25) for RmEeR, arTE(T)A (line 35) for AmHUA, etc.
Reduplication of consonants after Y is noticed in some
cases. Cf. }Rfurt (line 6), T (° (lines 8, 28), Y
(line 9), armoed (line 11), wed® (lines 10, 28), fafdstar
(line 10), etc. The letter @ denotes both g and €, and
dental sibilant is often used for the palatal (e.g.,
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BATEH for gaTer line 6, WHC for I line 6, WAER
for RTEER line 25, Ryawyg for frawy line 35) and the
palatal instead of the dental in 37 for 4 line 4.

The donation, in line 13-14, is stated to have been
made on the fifteenth tithi of the dark half in the
month of Bhadra at a samkranti of Bhaskara (or Sun),
given in words; and the same data, with the year 1215
in [Vikrama-] Samvat but without the reference to
Sun's position, are repeated in figures in line 34. For
the Vikrama year 1215, according to the pirnimanta
reckoning, it corresponds to Monday, August 29, 1158
CE when the Sun entered the zodiac sign of Virgo in
the evening.

The text, after the auspicious word svasti, com-

mences with a verse invoking the Uma-Maheshvara
form of Shiva. Then it proceeds to give the genealogy
of the donor in verses 2-9. We are told that there
was a renowned king (prathitah nripah) Bhuvanapala,
an ornament of the rulers of the earth, who had
defeated his enemies by the valour of his arms. His
son was Vikramapala who, by the impudent wrath
of his own arms, had destroyed the prowess of
prominent adversaries. His son again was Kirttipala
who was an ornament of the family.of Malayaketu
- (malayaketu-kula-tilakah, line 5). His son Ramapala,
the issuer of the present grant, succeeded him when
~ he died. Ramapala, who propitiated gods and
brahmanas, ruled over his subjects with power,
wisdom and charity. His fame was proclaimed aloud
by the female Gandharvas and Shukasarikas from the
peak of the mount Kailasa to that of the Vindhya
mountain. Verses 11-12 give the genealogy of the
donee Risi who was endowed with the qualities of
a noble brahmana. The proper grant follows in lines
17-26. It was written by the karana, kayastha,
thakkura Kecaduka, and engraved on the copper-
plate (tamvrapatra) by Kobhanika.

The inscription records a grant of land by the
Paramabhattaraka Maharajadhirdja Parameshvara
Paramamaheshvara Ramapala, the jewel of the family
of Malayaketu (malayaketu-kula-tilakah, line 18), who
by inheritance had obtained the lordship over
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Uttarasamudra. This king, while residing at the royal
camp in the village named Popakapatra, after having
water with sesamum in his hand, donated the village
named Babahara, with its water and dry land, ravineg
and saline soil, and including its groves of mango ang
madhika trees, defined as to its four abuttals,
located on the western bank of the river Java, in the
Bhasaki pattala, to the high-souled (mahatman)
brahmana (dvijatman), the mahamahattaka Risi who
belonged to the Bharadvaja gotra and the
Bharadvaja, Angirasa and Barhaspatya pravaras, ang
was the son of the thakkura Rajyapala and the
grandson of the brahmana (dvija) Shivapala. The grant
was made with the consent of subordinates which
Vijayapala, mahapurohita Vamana, mahamahattaka
Bhopala, mahaksapatalika Shivadhara, astavarggika
Kiritta, mahashasanika Harikrasna, thasidhita
(prasadita/pasayita?) Jasu.

The inscription describes king Ramapala and his
father Kirttipala as ornaments of the family of
Malayaketu. The names of his father Kirttipala,
grandfather Vikramapala and great grandfather
Bhuvanapala occur in the same order in the Lucknow
Museum plate of Kirttipala? (lines 4-9), which informs
that the Paramabhattaraka Maharajadhiraja
Parameshvara Paramamaheshvara Vikramapala had
acquired the lordship over Uttarasamudra by his own
arms and the Paramabhattaraka Maharajadhiraja
Parameshvara Paramamaheshvara Kirttipala had
obtained the lordship over Uttarasamudra by
inheritance (lines 18-21). King (nripa) Bhuvanapala is
referred to as an ornament of the rulers of the earth
of the family of Savarni (Manu) descended from the
Sun (line 5). It is conspicuously silent on the
association of Kirttipala with the family of
Malayaketu. The Malayaketu family is known from
the Gurmha and Gorakhpur plates® (the first of the
two grants in Samvat 921 = 864 CE), both issued from
the royal capital (nripadhani) Vijayapura, on the
declivity of the northern mountain (uttaragiri), by king
Jayaditya I, the son of Dharmaditya and queen
Candradevi and the grandson of Jayaditya | and



queen Yogadevi, all of whom belonged to the
Malayaketu family (malayaketinam-anvaye) and
received the titles Paramabhattaraka Maharajadhiraja
Parameshvara. The two grants® of Sauryaditya of
Samvat 1077 and 1083 record that king Sauryaditya,
who enjoyed the imperial style Paramabhattaraka
Maharajadhiraja Parameshvara, was the son of
Hamsaraja and the grandson of Helavaraha and
belonged to a branch of the solar race (sury-anvaye),
of which the progenitor was a royal hero named
Malayaketu. On the history of Malayaketu family, D.C.
Sircar has commented that 'it may have attained
imperial status after the fall of Yashovarman (c. 728-
753 CE) of Kanauj and appears to have been
subdued by the Gurjara Pratiharas of Kanauj about
the close of the ninth century, either under king Bhoja
| (c. 836-885 CE) or under his son Mahendrapala |
(c. 885-908 CE). The two records of Sauryaditya of
1020 and 1026 CE appear to show that the
Malayaketu kings remained subordinate to the
Gurjara Pratihdras for more than a century and again
raised their head on the decline of the Gurjara
Pratihara power about the beginning of the eleventh
century.'® However, the information supplied in the
present inscription goes against the observation of
D.C. Sircar that "possibly Kirttipala's family ousted
the Malayaketus about the close of the eleventh
century, to be themselves ousted by the Gahadavalas
shortly afterwards."® It appears from the present
record that the rulers of the Malayaketu family,
Kirttipala and Ramapala, were ruling over the north-
eastern districts of Uttar Pradesh and the adjoining
areas of North Bihar even during the heyday of the
Gahadavala kings Govindacandra (c. 1114-1154 CE)
and Vijayacandra (c. 1155-1169 CE) who ruled over
a large kingdom extending from Patna in Bihar in the
east to Etawah in U.P. in the west, bounded by the
Ganga-Yamuna in the south.

With the help of the Gurmha and Gorakhpur plates,
the two grants of Sauryaditya and the Lucknow
Museum inscription referred to above and of the
record now under study, the revised genealogy’ of
the Malayaketu family of the solar race may be

Pragdhara, No. 17

tabulated as follows :

Malayaketu
|
Jayaditya | = Yogadevi
I
Dharmaditya = Candradevi
I
Jayaditya Il (issued grants from Vijayapura,
one of them in Samvat 921 = 864 CE)
I
Helavaraha
|
Hamsaraja
Sauryaditya (issued grants in Samvat 1077=1020 CE
and Samvat 1083 = 1026 CE)
I
Bhuvanapala
I
Vikramapala
|
Kirttipala
(issued grant in Samvat 1167 = 1111 CE)
|
Ramapala
(issued grant in Samvat 1215 = 1158 CE)

Of the localities mentioned in the inscription,
Babahara may be identified either with Barahara
Doyam on the western bank of the river Rapti, 13 km
west of the Gorakhpur city or with the twin villages
of Barahara Cargaha and Barahari on the western
bank of the river Little Gandaka, 28 km east by north
of Maharajaganj which is the headquarters of the
district (formerly a tehsil of the Gorakhpur district) of
the same name in U.P. As the original name of the
river Rapti is Aciravati/Ajiravati®, the twin villages
Barahara Cargaha and Barahari, in all likelihood,
represent the granted village. The river Little Gandaka
takes a very sharp curve here, surrounding the
villages on three sides with an outlet only to the west;
a rivulet named Jethan Nala joins the Little Gandaka
on the north of Barahari. The border of Nepal is 16

125



ST, 9% - 99

km due north of these villages. If this identification
is accepted, we get the original name of the Little
Gandaka as Java mentioned in the grant. The village
Popakapatra where the royal camp was located and
the pattala Bhasaki in which the granted village was
situated, we are unable to identify. The country
Uttarasamudra may be identified with the north-
eastern districts (Siddharthanagar, Maharajaganj,
north Gorakhpur and Kushinagar) of Uttar Pradesh
and the adjoining Pashcim Camparan district of North
Bihar, extending to the foothills of Himalaya in the
north. In this region watered by the rivers Great
Gandaka, Little Gandaka, Rohini, Rapti, etc.,
depressions and lakes are extremely numerous and
several of them are of considerable size. A major
part of it is liable to flooding every year and falls in
the low lying Terai belt. This physical feature of the
region would have rightly earned it the name of

Uttarasamudra (North Sea). All the inscriptions of the
kings of the Malayaketu family - the Gurmhj
(Gorakhpur district) and Gorakhpur plates (the first
of the two grants dated Samvat 921 = 864 CE ang
the second discovered near the river called Little
Gandaka) of Jayaditya II, the Lucknow Museum plate
of Kirttipala of Samvat 1167 = 1111 CE (from some
village in the Gorakhpur district), and the two copper-
plate grants of Sauryaditya of Samvat 1077 = 1020
CE and Samvat 1083 = 1026.CE (from some locality
under the Bagaha Police Station in the Pashcim
Camparan district of North Bihar) - have been
discovered from this region. This name is also
mentioned as another name (lines 19-20) of
Saumyasindhu (Gentle Sea, in which Daradgandaki-
desha® was situated) in the inscription (Samvat 1167)
of king Kirttipala; “the district of Daradgandaki was
apparently situated on the banks of the Gandaka."'°

TEXT"
First Side
[ Metres Verses 1,4,5 Arya verses 2-3 Drutavilambita; verses 6,9-13,14-21
Anustubh; verse 7 Sragvini; verse 8 Upajati]
1. /Ra / gEaHifaaTaatia ggave- ffeat wafy / faqagasys —
2. X ARSI waedaed: / (1] 38 TE)aw? a@)erentern qergis -
3. R/ afvsavsRamagaard iy uftat (@) // [2) 98] oe-
4. o AEiR: W(W) Rret RspaTerals] wRi(@) () / WrsEreTETE e
5. SNTEURYEIREPI(H)A: // [3] TEIESTad ST Fab A aadqaeia—
6. &/ WPEAN(A)T WAATRARY: PRI urer: /7 [4] S | T W (7)
7. Fra@)e) 3: wofadas: / qoum: waan g 39 SRR er-
8. 1/ 5] aRe T wify () OF AR/ XS AiROTe ()7 arferer w—

9. Fwmfe // (6] SrqfasTaRafgaRer: Tk eryaray (3)wrar

(@m)er:(:) / A gy

10. 4 wed o) Ffaran ooet e seear’? // (7] darad @) arafaregwar—

11, =t TH(M) TA(E) GRATRY / sneved Trrdaperr: e g (@) EaRI(R)-
12. &I // (8] A1 R (EN)RTTaTE ()7 FEATaRTgAT / A (TH) ARG AREAG A

13, AT // (o] forferp=ihTa (RT) acRaRuadfoT / Fwomman(an) gu(
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14. X7 AQiféH /7 [10] TR T Rraure(en)[s] waeg fawr: / aega FHeleg Ioa—

15. gred 9" e 7/ (1] T wufossr Ff— Jr(Tr) 7ereT /. aiE)EvaTergw I (A1)
16. XTSTHENO // [12] FaA(Weal) Ja(q)eH woia: WHEes: / TS| T e HueaRa—

17. [1g] D: / [13] // TOTERGIERIGT— ORTOURAYaR—IATHT R Yash AT e —

18. [REH] SIRTIHAIS JH AT D3 HGRAUTA— S aaxIT: HHSD [qTATaI(3T)

19. [F9=R] ITHA oIt fafkawsg waan(@) o amHi(s] 7 ga(@9)swiemr:

20. [Q9oH|RIA: (3T E: [ 9R(] IaREe Ay (Q)E1(E:) SardaRenaaon

29 F()TNRY: TRESTHNAT ARG TR (A1) A HTaw fgoi—

22. [#NRM] radl=m e (3)qmsNReI (Rroa)uragaa FerHeaasIR (k) = fgo=—

D3] eI (R)aRiaees / AsRshanEh)saaeaean(d) / 5—

Second Side

24. ERGYASNRSAUE / ARTqRIfRTsarT / AsHeaeAMIuTd / Aeledeford—

25. sf(R)aR/ sreafiashfeRa / =en(wsn)em afie—
MeReF(EwN) / aiiftra(wafed ?) shaquifoaaaa—

26. I eI Af¥aBRga w9yt // i gafreenfa o= 9f vg=efi/ 5—

27. # d gogsEn(E)o fAad wetmiEEt /7 [14]) E@)(@E) 9599 B9 aRRE RAROmE ¢/ qfier—

28. 4 faETfy v wWrfwasa 9,/ [15] G<fvHa SFAFEHE— ST Bol() / sreH R (@ i) —

29. NAUTI(YN) AN Bord 4/ [16] d(Q)gMHdgen << I<if: wRIfef: / T I8 <1 91—

30. FIETT T8 991 B // [17] THBI(T) FWOHRAS(F) (@1, PRI Ao/ 8() TRBATAT a1—
31. IQIH(NTEI // [18] el W a1 At &R IG=RMA(R) / ¥ s shefEr fgh: a—

32. & U= // [19] Rrearcdradiary TaaeaiRi: / Fwmdl & @ a(q)sedna—

33, ENST// [20] FATSRE(E) A MY eRATRA() / STeTaraa=) swafy: q—

34. Al /7 [21] §9Q 1215 915 AT 15 foRaafica () / Foreraweaasia—

35. =g/ arErE(U)F FEv@Afy/ RiRnars el€
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