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Abstract:
Locating textual parallels, translations, citations, and topically related passages across vast collections of texts in multiple languages is a
basic requirement of philological work in Buddhist Studies. Recent advances in digitization, OCR, and cross-lingual information retrieval have
fundamentally changed access to this kind of evidence, with far-reaching implications for how philological research can be conducted. A
central component in this context is DharmaNexus: a database that stores intertextual relationships between passages across languages and
sources, and that supports the retrieval and comparison functions used in the Dharmamitra tool ecosystem.

In this presentation, I will discuss DharmaNexus as a verifiable “evidence layer” for AI-assisted multilingual research. I will highlight key
design choices and show how intertextual relationships are determined and represented. I will also demonstrate how this data is already used
in research-facing tools for discovering and inspecting parallels and reuse patterns in Buddhist literature. Finally, I will address limitations and
risks that can arise from over-reliance on these systems, and outline further possible research applications enabled by this architecture.
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