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UE735 — Indo-Persian palacography and codicology

Presentation:

This doctoral workshop (atelier des doctorants) was claborated as a response to the
difficulties we faced in dealing with Indo-Persian manuscripts. It also comes as an answer
to a perceived absence in the training of students in the fields of Iranian and South Asian
studies in Europe, namely training in palaeographical and codicological skills. As such,
workshop aims to develop and perfect our knowledge in these disciplines. It will be hosted
by us PhD candidates whose topics may differ but who must all deal with the manuscript
sources, in Persian and in South Asian vernaculars written in the Perso-Arabic script.

All those who are interested in participating are welcome, especially if coming from the
fields of Iranian, South Asian or Indo-Persian Studies. The only requirement is the
proficiency in the Arabic or Perso-Arabic scripts. A knowledge of Persian is advised, though
palaeographical students from different fields might find an interest as well.

The workshop is divided in five three-hours long monthly lessons. The first half of each class
is devoted to the magisterial presentation of a specific aspect of palaecography and
codicology, whilst the second halfis practical, and focused on manuscript reading. The topics
dealt with during the workshop are varied, and aim at giving as wide a vision of the field as
possible, without being exhaustive. The workshop is held in English.

The workshop is held in hybrid format: physically at the Campus de la Vielle Charité in
Marseille (Salle C) and online via BBB (https://bbb.ehess.fr/b/raf-1zz-nlj-jqv).

Link to the Neobab page: https://enseignements.ehess.fr/2023-2024/ue/735

Organised by Victor Baptiste (EPHE) and Raffaello De Leon-Jones Diani (EHESS-CESAH)

With the collaboration of Lingli Li (EHESS-CESAH and Georg-August-Universtidt,
Gottingen) and Inyatullah Din (EHESS-CERCLE)

Program:

March 8th, 2024 : « Introduction au séminaire et typologie calligraphique des manuscrits
indo-persans » by Victor Baptiste and Raffaello De Leon-Jones Diani

March 29th, 2024 : “Books in the Indo-Persian World” Lingli Li and Victor Baptiste
April 19th, 2024 : “ Collophons and marginalia” by Raffaello De Leon-Jones Diani
May 17th, 2024 : “Mughal documents” by Prof. Chander Shekhar, University of Delhi.
June 7th 2024 : “Vernacular Manuscripts” by Victor Baptiste


https://bbb.ehess.fr/b/raf-1zz-nlj-jqv
https://enseignements.ehess.fr/2023-2024/ue/735

LECOLE

e |
SCIENCES C h
SOCIALES esa)

Centre démdes sud—lsiatiques '.
e himalayennes

. — O
Ecole Pratique S A :G o
”des Hautes Etudes P L * GROUPES;CH:C‘HIE’S

EN ETUDES INDIENNES

Bibliography:

Arberry, Arthur John. Specimens of Arabic and Persian Palaeography, Selected and
Annotated by A.J. Arberry. Londres: India Office Library, 1939.

Delvoye, Francoise « Nalini », Muzaffar Alam, et Marc Gaborieau. The Making of Indo-
Persian Culture: Indian and French Studies. Delhi: Manohar, 2000.

Déroche, Frangois. Manuel de codicologie des manuscrits en écriture arabe. Paris: Editions
de la Bibliothéque Nationale de France, 2000.

Eaton, Richard M. India in the Persianate Age. London: Penguin Books, 2019.

Ernst, Carl W. Refractions of Islam in India : Situating Sufism and Yoga. New Delhi: Yoda
Press, 2016.

Hanaway, William L., et Brian Spooner, éd. Literacy in the Persianate World : Writing and

the Social Order. Philadelphie: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012.

. Reading Nasta'liq. Persian and Urdu Hands From 1500 to the Present. Costa

Mesa: Mazda Publishers, 2007.

Hazai, Gyorgy. Einfiihrung in die persische Paldographie. Budapest: Akadémiai Kiado,
1975.

Kinra, Rajeev. Writing Self, Writing Empire: Chandar Bhan Brahman and the Cultural
World of the Indo-Persian State Secretary. Oakland: University of California Press,
2015.

Misra, Sukhavir Datta, et Vaqgar ul-Hasan Siddiqt. q%ﬂ]ﬂ?ﬁ. New Delhi: Rampur Raza
Library, 2005.

Orsini, Francesca, et Samira Sheikh, éd. After Timur Left: Culture and Circulation in
Fifteenth-Century North India. New Delhi: Oxord University Press, 2014.

Palmer, Edward Henry. Oriental penmanship; specimens of Persian handwriting, illustrated
with facsimilies from originals in the South Kensington museum. Londres: Crosby
Lockwood and Son, 1883.

Richard, Francis. Le Livre persan. Conférences et Etudes. Paris: Editions de la Bibliothéque
Nationale de France, 2016.

Safarm Aq Qa’la, *All. (o lf (b3 Aud ulid 43 dolids 5 1) ulid 43 Téhéran: Markaz-i
Pizhahishi-1 Miras-1 Maktub, 2011.

Tyler, Williams. « If the whole world were paper..." A History of Writing in the North Indian
Vernacular ». History and Theory 57, n° 4 (décembre 2018) : 81-101.




