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Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies

7233 Dwinelle Hall MC 2540

Berkeley, CA 94720-2540

March 5, 202r
Professor Alan M. Garber
Provost
Harvard University

Massachusetts Hall

Cambridge, MA 02138
Dear Provost,

As a senior Indologist and one of the joint editors of South Asia Across the Disciplines, a highly regarded publication series that has produced numerous award-winning scholarly volumes in diverse humanities and social science disciplines, I was surprised and deeply disturbed by the news concerning the abrupt dismissal, without explanation, of the editorial board of Harvard’s Murty Classical Library of India.

The series, which has been publishing outstanding academic translations of some of the most seminal literary texts in many of the classical languages of South Asia, has established itself as one of the largest and most distinguished humanistic projects of our generation and has earned accolades from scholars worldwide for its translators, its editors and Harvard itself.
Many of us in the field of South Asian Studies have been shocked by this terrible decision, which may lead to a serious academic scandal for your great university as many of my colleagues have been wondering if outside, non-academic political or financial pressures have been brought to bear on Harvard’s administration and faculty to interfere with this extraordinary publication series.

I understand that, as Provost, you are ultimately responsible for the supervision of such projects, I urge you to investigate what has led to this troubling situation.
Sincerely,

Robert Goldman

William and Catherine Magistretti Distinguished Professor of Sanskrit and South Asia Studies Emeritus
and

Joint Editor, South Asia Across the Disciplines.
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