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The Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC)

cordially invites you to the official launch of the

British Library-CSMC Hamburg
Batak Manuscripts Digitisation Project

Friday, 18 February, 10:00 am —12:00 am (CET)

Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 652 2986 2731
Passcode: 23113300

Cluster of Excellence ‘Understanding Written Artefacts’
www.csmc.uni-hamburg.de/written-artefacts.html


https://uni-hamburg.zoom.us/j/65229862731?pwd=SjYzSkM0cGQwNTF1KzNXam54NC9pdz09
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The Batak people, an ethnic group residing in North Sumatra (Indonesia), in the past
produced written artefacts using several organic materials as writing support, including
tree bark, bamboo, and bone. The British Library holds a relatively small but significant
collection of 37 Batak manuscripts, including the earliest Batak manuscript acquired (in
1764), donated by Alexander Hall. The collection is actually one of the oldest Batak
manuscript collections in a public institution.

In collaboration with the Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) at
Universitat Hamburg, this collection of Batak manuscripts has been digitised and is
being made accessible through the British Library’s Digitised Manuscripts portal.

Please join us in celebrating the official launch of the new online collection that will
stimulate the study of this remarkable manuscript culture.

Programme
10:00-10:10 Michael Friedrich (CSMC): Opening Remarks and Introduction to
the Digitisation Project
10:10 —10:30 Arlo Griffiths (EFEO): IDENK — Online Inventory of Ancient
Nusantara Epigraphy; Special Focus on Batak Inscriptions
10:30-10:50 Roberta Zollo (CSMC): Introduction to Batak Manuscript Culture
10:50 —11:10 Jan van der Putten (CSMC): History of Batak Philological Studies
11:10 —11:30 Annabel Teh Gallop (British Library): The British Library Batak
Manuscripts Digitisation Project: Overview of the BL Collection and
Demonstration of the Digitised Manuscripts Portal
11:30 -12:00 Q&A
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