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Classical Sanskrit Tragedy

The Concept of Suffering and Pathos in Medieval India

Bihani Sarkar

"Tragedy—the moral imagination it engages and emotional impact it delivers—has long
been considered a unique achievement of Western culture. Sarkar confronts this cliché
head on, by a subtle rethinking of the tragic itself—as something experiential rather than
formal—and a wide-ranging and acute analysis of classical Sanskrit literature. A
searching inquiry into the profound reflections of Indian poets and thinkers on the nature
. : \ of human existence." Sheldon Pollock, Arvind Raghunathan Professor of Sanskrit and
Classical S _ South Asian Studies, Columbia University, USA

Sanskrit
Tragedy

"A fresh and original reading of Kalidasa’s works, these great classics of Sanskrit
literature—a new reading that is sensitive and intelligent at the same time ... Sarkar’'s
sympathetic and insightful analysis enriches our understanding of the many aspects of
tragedy in works of classical Sanskrit literature." Csaba Dezso, Eétvés Lorand
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Pathos in Medieval fndia
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It is often assumed that classical Sanskrit poetry and drama lack a concern with the tragic. However, as Bihani Sarkar makes clear in
this book, this is far from the case. In the first study of tragedy in classical Sanskrit literature, Sarkar draws on a wide range of
Sanskrit dramas, poems and treatises — much of them translated for the first time into English — to provide a complete history of the
tragic in Indian literature from the second to the fourth centuries.

Looking at Kalidasa, the most celebrated writer of Sanskrit poetry and drama (kavya), this book argues that constructions of absence
and grief are central to Kalidasa’'s compositions and that these ‘tragic middles’ are much more sophisticated than previously
understood. For Kalidasa, tragic middles are modes of thinking, in which he confronts theological and philosophical issues. Through a
close literary analysis of the tragic middle in five of his works, the Abhijfianasakuntala, the Raghuva?sa, the Kumarasambhava, the
Vikramorvasiya and the Meghaduta, Sarkar demonstrates the importance of tragedy for classical Indian poetry and drama in the early
centuries of the common era. These depictions from the Indian literary sphere, by their particular function and interest in the
phenomenology of grief, challenge and reshape in a wholly new way our received understanding of tragedy.

Bihani Sarkar is Associate Faculty Member of the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford and Research Member of the Common
Room, Wolfson College, University of Oxford, UK. She is the author of Heroic Shaktism: the cult of Durga in Ancient Indian Kingship
(2017).

BLOOMSBURY

www.bloomsbury.com



I.LB.TAURIS

Order online at www.bloomsbury.com by entering the discount code GLR BN3 on the first page at checkout

. . Offer
ISBN Title Discount Code* . Qty Total
Price
9781788311113 Classical Sanskrit Tragedy GLR BN3 £55.25
Please remember to add Postage and Packaging: P&P

UK: add £2.95 per order, for total of under £25 (including discount). Postage is free for orders of

£25 and over. Europe: add £4.50 per order + £1 per item. Rest of World: add £7.50 per order + £1 | Grand Total
per item.

" This offer is available to individuals only. Please note price and availability subject to change without notice. Discount code only valid for books showing as
available on Bloomsbury.com

Contact and Delivery Details (Please use capitals)

Name

Billing Address

City/County/Postcode

Delivery Address
(If different)

City/County/Postcode

Country

Email/Telephone

Payment Details

LIl enclose a cheque made payable to Macmillan Distribution (MDL)
[ IPlease debit my VISA / MASTERCARD / AMERICAN EXPRESS (circle one)

Name:

Card Expiry
Number: Date:
CCV: Signature:

All credit card payments are processed by our distributor, Macmillan Distribution (MDL)

Subscribe to our e-newsletter service | sign up to receive catalogues, leaflets, and inspection copy offers by post!
|:| Yes, sign me up to receive information via email from Bloomsbury Publishing Plc in my subject area(s) of interest. My email address is given in the form above. Yes,

|:| sign me up to receive information by post from Bloomsbury Publishing Plc in my subject area(s) of interest. My postal address is given in the form above.
You can unsubscribe from e-newsletters or change your area(s) of interest at any time by changing your preferences in your account on Bloomsbury.com or clicking the unsubscribe link in

any newsletter. You can ask to be removed or alter your postal mailing preferences at any time by emailing contact@bloomsbury.com or writing to the Legal Department, Bloomsbury
Publishing Plc, 50 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DP.

How to Order

UKJ/AII other territories (orders will be processed in £ Sterling):

Mail order forms to: Macmillan Distribution Ltd, Cromwell Place, Hampshire International Business Park, Lime Tree Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 8YJ Order
online at: www.bloomsbury.com/uk

US/South and Central America (orders will be processed in USD):

Mail order forms to: Academic Marketing, Bloomsbury USA, 1385 Broadway, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10018
Order online at: www.bloomsbury.com/us

Canada (postal orders will be processed in USD and web orders in £ Sterling):

Mail order forms to: Academic Marketing, Bloomsbury USA, 1385 Broadway, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10018
Order online at: www.bloomsbury.com/uk

AUS/NZ (orders will be processed in Aus$):

Mail order forms to: Bloomsbury Publishing Pty Ltd., Level 6, 387 George Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Order online at: www.bloomsbury.com/au

Bloomsbury Publishing Plc is committed to protecting and respecting your privacy Bloomsbury Academic is a division of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc

For information on how we process your data, read our Privacy Policy at

. . Registered in England No 01984336
www.bloomsbury.com/privacy-policy.

BLOOMSBURY

www.bloomsbury.com



http://www.bloomsbury.com/
mailto:contact@bloomsbury.com
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk
http://www.bloomsbury.com/us
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk
http://www.bloomsbury.com/au
http://www.bloomsbury.com/privacy-policy

	The Concept of Suffering and Pathos in Medieval India
	Contact and Delivery Details (Please use capitals)

