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Call for Application: 1 Postdoctoral Researcher (TV-L 13, 75%),
Centre for Religious Studies (CERES), Ruhr-University Bochum

The Ruhr University Bochum is one of Germany’s leading research universities. The university draws its
strengths from both the diversity and the proximity of scientific and engineering disciplines on a single,
coherent campus. This highly dynamic setting enables students and researchers to work across traditional
boundaries of academic subjects and faculties. Host to about 42,000 students and 4,700 staff, the Ruhr
University is a vital institution in the Ruhr area, which has been selected as European Capital of Culture for
the year 2010.

The project , Digitalisation Concept of Gandharan Artefacts“ financed by the German
Ministry of Education and Research and based at the Centre for Religious Studies
(CERES), invites applications for the position of a Postdoctoral Researcher from the
or1.02.2017 until the 31.10.2017. The salary will be in accordance with T-VL E 13 (75%).

The project aims at developing a concept for the digitalisation of Buddhist sculptures
from Gandhara (present-day Pakistan and Afghanistan) in view of creating a platform for
the repository and the analysis of the material. In this respect, the project will evaluate
software and metadata standards which will sustainably ensure the storage and the
accessibility of the material and provide linkage with other databases on Buddhist textual
and visual material. In addition, the juridical framework of the digitalisation will be
clarified with partners in Pakistan. The project will thus lay the foundations for a follow-
up project which will implement the actual digitalisation of the material.

On the one hand, the candidate will circumscribe the concrete corpus of Buddhist
sculptures (a 3-weeks fieldtrip to the relevant collections in Pakistan is planned in this
view). On the other hand he/she will evaluate technical solutions in order to develop a
digitalisation concept. In this respect, the collaboration with pertinent institutions in
Germany and abroad will be necessary.

A PhD in Indology, South Asian Art History/Archaeology, Religious Studies or related
fields is required. Good knowledge of Buddhist iconography and digital humanities, in
particular knowledge of relevant data and metadata standards, are expected. Experience
in the conception and the implementation of digitalisation projects, particularly in the
field of two and three-dimensional visual media, is desirable.

Applications with the customary documents (cover letter, curriculum vitae, list of publications, diplomas)
should be submitted until the 16.12.2016 by email (as one pdf-file) to tim.karis@rub.de, Centre for Religious
Studies, Ruhr University Bochum, UniversititsstraRe goa, D-44789 Bochum.
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