
PARAIYAN 80

Among females the most common names are Tai,

Parpathi, Ammai, Kanni, Muttammal, Rajammal,

Ammani, Selli, Gangammal. In one village, where the

Paraiyans were almost all Vaishnavas, by profession not

by practice, Mr. Clayton found the inhabitants all named

after heroes of the Mahabharata, and dirty naked children

answered to the names of Ikshvakan, Karnan, Bhiman,

and Draupadi. It is usual to give the father's name
when distinguishing one Paraiyan from another, e.g.,

Tamburan, son of Kannan. In legal documents the

prefix Para denotes a Paraiyan, e.g., Para Kanni, the

Paraiyan Kanni, but this is a purely clerical formula.

The Paraiyan delights in nicknames, and men some-

times grow so accustomed to these that they have almost

forgotten their real names. The following nicknames

are very common :

—

Nondi, lame.

Kalian, thief.

Kullan, dwarf.

Vellei, white or light

complexioned.

Kannan, with eyes.

Muthalai, crocodile.

Kudiyan, drunkard.

No name, indicating virtue or merit, is given, lest

the wrath of malevolent spirits should be aroused.

At the census, 1891, 348 sub-divisions were returned,

of which the following were strongest in point of

numbers :—Amma found chiefly in Tanjore and Madura

;

Katti in Salem and Trichinopoly ; Kizhakkatti (eastern)

in Salem ; Koliyan (weavers) in Chingleput, Tanjore and

Trichinopoly ; Konga in Salem ; Korava in Coimbatore
;

Kottai (fort) in South Arcot ; Morasu (drum) in Salem
;

Mottai in Madura ; Pacchai (green) in Coimbatore

;

Samban in South Arcot ; Sangidum (sanku, conch, or

chank shell) in Coimbatore ; Sozhia (natives of the

Sozha or Chola country) in Tanjore and Madura;
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Tangalan in North and South Arcot, Chingleput, Salem,

and Trichinopoly ; and Valangamattu in South Arcot.

The members of the various sub-divisions do not

intermarry.

It has been suggested to me that the Morasu

Paraiyans, included in the above list, are Canarese

Holeyas, who have settled in the Tamil country. In the

south their women, like the Kalians, wear a horsehair

thread round the neck. As additional sub-divisions,

the following may be noted :

—

Aruththukattdtha, or those who, having once cut

the tali-string, do not tie it a second time, z>., those

who do not permit remarriage of widows.

Valai (a net).—Paraiyans who hunt.

Sanku (conch-shell).—Those who act as conch-

blowers at funerals.

Thatha.—Thathan is the name given to mendicants

who profess Vaishnavism. Such Paraiyans are Vaishna-

vites, and some are beggars.

In the Census Report, 1901, Mr. Francis notes that

the term Paraiyan " is now almost a generic one, and

the caste is split up into many sub-divisions, which

differ in manners and ways. For example, the Koliyans,

who are weavers, and the Valluvans, who are medicine

men and priests and wear the sacred thread, will not

intermarry or eat with the others, and are now practically

distinct castes." As occupational titles of Paraiyans

Mr. Francis gives Urumikkaran and Pambaikkaraii, or

those who play on drums (urumi and pambai), and

Podarayan or Podara Vannan, who are washermen.

The title Valangamattan, or people of the right-hand

division, is assumed by some Paraiyans.

Mr. Clayton states that he knows of no legend or

popular belief among the Paraiyans, indicating that
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Pallicchan.—A sub-division of Nayars, the heredi-

tary occupation of which is palanquin-bearing. In the

Cochin Census Report, the Pallicchan s are recorded as

being palanquin-bearers for Brahmans.

Pallikkillam.—An exogamous sept or illam of

Tamil Panikkans.

Palua.^A sub-division of Badhoyi.

Pambaikkaran.—An occupational name for

Paraiyans, who play on a drum called pambai.

Pambala.—-The Pambalas, or drum (pamba) people,

are Malas who act as musicians at Mala marriages and

festivals in honour of their deities. They also take part

in the recitation of the story of Ankamma, and making

muggu (designs on the floor) at the peddadinamu death

ceremony of the Gamallas.

Pammi (a common lamp).—An exogamous sept of

Devanga.

Pamula (snake people).—A name for snake-charming

Koravas, and Jogis, who, in the character of itinerant

showmen, exhibit snakes to the public. The name also

occurs as an exogamous sept of Mala and Yanadi.

Panam (palmyra palm : Borassus fiabellifer.)—

A

sub-division of Shanan. It also occurs as a branch or

kothu of Kondaiyamkotti Maravans.

Panan.—The Tamil Panans are said, in the Census

Report, 1 90 1, to be also called Mestris. They are

" tailors among Tamils in Madura and Tinnevelly.

They employ Brahmans and Vellalas as purohits.

Though barbers and washermen will not eat food

prepared by them, they are allowed to enter Hindu

temples." The Malayalam Panans are described in the

same report as " exorcists and devil-dancers. The men

also make umbrellas, and the women act as midwives.

In parts they are called Malayans, and they may be
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hundred) are returned as sub-castes of the JVIalayalan

Panans.

For the following account of the Panans of Travan-

core, I am indebted to Mr. N. Subramani Aiyar. The

word is of Tamil origin, and means a tailor. The title

taken by them is Panikkan, the usual honorific appellation

of most of the industrial castes of Malabar. They are

supposed to be one with the Panans ofthe Tamil country,

though much below them in the social scale. They

observe a pollution distance of thirty-six feet, but keep

Mannans and Vedans at a distance of eight, and Pulayas

and Paraiyas at a distance of thirty-two feet from them.

They are their own barbers and washermen. They will

eat food prepared by Kammalans, of whom there is a

tradition that they are a degraded branch. Tiruvarangan,

one of the popular sages of Malabar, who are reputed

to be the descendants of a Paraiya woman, is said to have

been a Panan, and the Panans pay him due reverence.

In the Keralolpatti, the traditional occupation of the

Panans is said to be exorcism, and in British Malabar

this occupation seems to be continued at the present

day. Umbrella-making is a secondary occupation for

the men. In Travancore, however, the only occupation

pursued by the Panans is tailoring. The tali-kettu cele-

bration takes place before the girl attains puberty. If

this ceremony is intended to signify a real marriage, the

girl is taken to her husband's house on the fourth day of

the first menstrual period, and they remain thenceforth

man and wife. Otherwise a sambandham ceremony has

to be performed either by the tali-tier or some one else,

to establish conjugal relations. Inheritance is mostly

paternal. The dead are buried, and death pollution

lasts for sixteen days. The spirits of deceased ancestors

are appeased once a year by the offering of cooked food
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